Repair of an abdominal aortic aneurysm with a remarkably dilated meandering artery: Report of a case.
A 73-year-old man on dialysis for chronic renal dysfunction was referred to our hospital for surgical treatment of an abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA). Preoperative angiography showed a remarkably developed meandering artery branching from the inferior mesenteric artery (IMA). The superior mesenteric and celiac arteries were occluded at the origin, and all blood flow to the abdominal organs was apparently supplied by collateral circulation from the IMA. Considering the risk of mesenteric ischemia after aortic clamping in conjunction during surgery, we used a perfusion catheter with a 12-F balloon to create a shunt to the IMA from the subclavian artery. The operation was successful and the patient recovered uneventfully. We describe this surgical procedure for its effectiveness in preventing postoperative mesenteric ischemia in a rare case of an AAA with complex branching lesions.